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THE  HONEST  SHADE 
Harry  Houdini,  the  magician  who  did 
more  to  expose  fraudulent  mediums  than 
any  other  man,  Is  reported  by  his  widow 
to  have  made  a  compact  with  her  to  at- 
tempt a  bridging  of  the  gulf  between  his 
present  abode  and  this  world.  Houdtnl 
died  on  October  31.  Since  that  time  me- 
diums of  every  description  have  been  del- 
uging Mrs.  Houdlnl  with  purported  mes- 
sages from  her  husband.  None  of  them 
has  succeeded  In  discovering  the  code 
words  arranged  between  the  magician  and 
his  wife. 

The  situation  Is  unique.  On  one  side  Is 
the  greatest  avowed  foe  of  spiritualistic 
fakers.  On  the  other  Is  the  woman  who 
alone  shared  the  secrets  of  the  mystlfler 
of  millions.  Between  them  Is  a  host  of 
table-rappers,  seers,  fortune  tellers  and 
others  of  that  Ilk  striving  with  might  and 
main  to  demonstrate  that  they  can  get 
messages  from  their  arch-enemy,  and  fall- 
ing. 

One  can  imagine  that  the  debonair  Harry 
smiles   in  his   abode  of  shades  at  the 
erstwhile  victims  of  his  uncanny  knowl- 
edge of  the  black  art,  knowing  that  they 
are  Imposing  less  on  the  public  because 
[  of    his    exposes.     Houdini    was  honest, 
i  though.    It  Is  not  to  be  doubted  that  If  he 
!  could  do  so  he  would  communicate  with 
]  this  mundane  sphere  even  if  he  had  to 
do  it  through  some  one  whom  he  formerly 
had  ridiculed.    That  he  has  not  done  so 
is  no  reflection  on  his  probity.    It  Is  just 
another  demonstration  that  man  not  yet 
has  been  able  to  tear  aside  the  veL  placed 
by  the  hand  of  death. 

Houdlnl's  cardinal  principle  In  all  his 
magic  stunts  was  that  there  was  nothing 
supernatural  in  any  of  them.  He  had 
learned  his  art  by  palnstakinij  effort  and 
j  endless  study;  he  did  not  care  to  leave  the 
Impression  that  he  was  aided  by  denizens 
I  of  the  other  world.  Now  that  he  has  gone 
on  over  to  the  other  side  himself,  he  is 
still  Houdini.  If  hla  wife  ever  gets  that 
code  message,  even  the  skeptics  may  be 
inclined  to  believe  in  spiritualism.  But  the 
grave  promises  to  remain  allent 


HoudinVs  Death 
Officially  Laid 
to  Boy's  Blow 

NEW   YORK,   June   13.  (5V-Pay- 
ment  of  $25,000  to  Mrs.  Beatrice 
Houdlnl,  widow  of  Harry  Houdlnl,  ■ 
magician,  by  the  New  York  Life  In-  i 
surance  Company  as  Indemnity  for ' 
accidental  death,  today  disclosed  the 
company's  acceptance  of  the  claim 
that  he  died  as  the  result  of  a  blow. 

Houdlnl's  death  on  October  30, 
1926,  according  to  George  Coxey,  an 
agent  for  the  company,  followed  a 
week  after  he  had  challenged  a  Mc- 
GIU  University  student  In  Montreal 
to  strike  him  a  hard  blow.  He  did 
this  to  prove  his  excellent  physical 
condition,  Coxey  explained,  adding 
that  the  blow  landed  in  the  region  . 
of  the  appendix  and  caused  a  rup- 
ture. 


I  HOUDINrS  TRICK  OF  I 
FAKING  TELEPATHY : 

The  secret  of  Houdinl's  "telepa- 
thy," with  which  he  mystlfled  mil- 
lions of  people  before  his  death, 
has  been  revealed.  It  was  feared  that 
this  secret,  lilce  many  others,  had 
gone  to  liis  grave  with  lilm.  But 
Louis  C.  Kraus,  Houdinl's  nephew, 
who  worked  with  the  magician  in  de- 
veloping the  idea,  has  revealed  how 
it  was  all  done.  Houdinl  actually 
employed  the  Idea  of  Thomas  Edi- 
son in  developing  a  contraption 
which  would  fake  the  semblance 
of  thought  transference. 

The  secret  of  tlie  idea  was  that 
Houdinl  wore  au  electric  belt  which  j 
established  an  invisible  connection 
with  loops  of  wire  concealed  under 
the  carpet.  This  belt,  now  possessed 
by  the  magician's  widow.  Is  com- 
posed of  many  turns  of  fine  insulated 
wire,  looped  around  the  body  and 
wrapped  with  tape.  The  two  ends  of 
this  coll  were  attached  to  a  minia- 
ture telephone  receiver,  hidden  In 
the  magicians  hand,  the  wires  run- 
ning down  his  coat  sleeve.  Thus, 
when  the  wire  loops  under  the  car- 
pet were  energized  by  the  current  of 
a  telephone  circuit  the  electric  belt 
picked  up  the  message  which  was  in 
turn  reproduced  by  the  miniature 
telephone  receiver  hidden  in  his 
hand.  So,  the  "telepathy"  or  trick 
was  to  pick  up  the  utterances  of 
the  "thought  transmitters"  down- 
stairs by  means  of  planted  dicta- 
phones, and  then  repeat  these  ut- 
terances on  a  strong  telephone  cir- 
cuit terminating  in  the  loops  under 
the  carpet  upstairs.  In  this  way  the  i 
spoken  thoughts  downstairs  were  ac- 
tually carried  to  the  magician  up- 
stairs invisibly  through  wire  and  air. 
But  the  method  was  electrical,  not 
telepathic,  the  theory  of  which  pre- 
cludes any  contraptions  other  than 
two  human  minds.  Although  Houdl-  ' 
nl  Insisted  that  what  he  did  was 
not  thought  transference,  but  an  ap- 
plication of  natural  and  scientlflc 
knowledge,  he  refused  to  divulge  his 
secret. —  [Pathfinder. 


A  CHANCE   TO  MAKE  SOME  EASY  MONEY 

Message  From 


Mediums  Have 
Offer  From 
Hardeen 

Ai\^'  lianl-worUing  spiril  iialisf  nieili- 
imi  vvlio  feels  In  need  dl'  h  nice  Ion;: 
vacation  may  obtain  same  witliuui 
much  effort  'luring  the  coming  week  h\ 
taking  advanlage  of  the  offer  matte  by 
Hardeen,  the  magician,  who  is  performing 
at  the  Hillstreet.  Hardeen  offers  $10,noii 
for  one  message  from  his  brother  Houdini, 
which  is  ,iust  about  as  much  money  as  the 
average  medium  is  able  to  obtain  by  get- 
ting just  10,000  messages. 

As  pretty  nearly  everyone  knows,  Harry 
Houdini,  who  died  a  few  months  ago  in 
the  East,  was  the  sworn  foe  of  "fake" 
spiritualists.  He  invariably  held  himself 
ready  and  willing  to  duplicate  by  trickery 
any  of  the  so-called  "feats"  of  the  medi 
urns. 

When  a  third  brother  passed  away 
about  a  year  ago  Houdini  and  Hi^rdeen, 
who  were  at  the  bedside,  made  a  pact  with 
the  dying  man  in  which  they  agreed  upon 
four  words  which  they  committed  to  mem- 
ory. All  agreed  to  keep  the  words  secret 
and,  when  any  one  passed  on,  to  attempt 
to  communicate  with  the  living  brothers, 
usiTig  the  secret  wonl.-;  as  confirmation  of 
the  authenticity  of  the  communication. 

Houdini  and  Hardeen  both  reported  that 
I  heir  brother  was  never  able  to  communi- 
cate  with    them   and    Hardeen    says  the 


His  Brother 
Wanted 

same  thing  now  that,  his  illustrious  brotli- 
er  has  followed  along.  He  says  that  he 
would  like  to  get  a  tiiessage  from  Houdini 
and  offers  a  reward  of  $10,000  to  any  me- 
dium who  will  give  him  a  message  re- 
ceived from  Houdini  and  containing  any 
one  or  two  of  the  secret  words  known  on- 
ly to  the  brothers. 

As  soon  as  Houdini  was  dead,  a  num- 
ber of  spiritual  mediums  made  claims  of 
having  received  communications  from 
him,  citing  these  as  proving  that  Houdini 
regretted  his  life-long  attacks  on  the  me- 
diums. In  fact  that  was  supposed  to  he 
the  substance  of  the  communications. 
However,  none  of  the  mediums  was  ever 
able  to  collect  on  their  information 
through  lack  of  ability  to  quote  any  or 
all  of  the  words  contained  in  the  secret 
compact. 

Wlien  Hou'dini  died  he  turned  over  lo 
Hardeen  the  paraphernalia  used  Ijy  hiju 
in  putting  on  his  three-hour  show  wifh 
which  he  was  touring  the  country  and  Har- 
deen has  taken  tlie  pick  of  the  mystifying 
feats  and  is  using  them  in  his  vaudeville 
offering.  Hardeen  at  one  time  toured 
the  country  with  his  brother  as  the  Hou- 
dini brothers  but  when  Houdini  finally 
adopted  the  name  as  his  own  legal  cogno- 
men, the  living  brother  changed  his  to 
Hardini,  and  later  to  Hardeen. 


BIOGRAPHY  OF  A  MAGICIAN 

Harold  Kellock  in  Hh  Bio(fraphy  of  Houdini  Gives  Ut 
an  Account  of  the  Life  of  a  Man  Whose  Name 
Became  a  Synonym  for  Escape 

BY  THOMAS  F.  FORD 


HOUDINI.   His  Life  Story.  By  Har- 
old Kellock  from  recollections  and 
documents  of  Beatrice  Houdini. 
Harcourt,  Brack  <&  Co.,  New  York. 
This  biography  of  Houdini,  writ- 
ten In  an  admiring  and  sympathetic 
spirit,  gives  a  graphic  account  of 
the  early  struggles  and  later  tri- 
umphs of  the  son  of  a  Jewish  rabbi 
V7ho  came  to  America  in  the  'seven- 
ties and  settled  in  Appleton,  Wis., 
v/here  Houdini,    whose  name  was 
Ehrich  Weiss,  was  born  In  1874. 

Undoubtedly  Houdini  wa3  the 
greatest  practitioner  of  the  art  of 
magic  in  modern  times  and  ft  is 
probably  safe  to  assert  that  in  the 
practice  of  his  peculiar  brand  of 
magic  he  performed  feats  that  have 
never  been  surpassed,  or  possibly 
never  equaled.  His  most  spectacular 
feats  were  those  of  escape.  He  would 
permit  himself  to  be  securely  man- 
acled, hand  and  foot,  and  then  leap 
into  ice-cold  bodies  of  water,  sink 
beneath  the  surface  and  come  up 
smiling  and  free  of  his  bonds.  The 
most  skillful  locksmiths  of  Europe 
and  America  attempted  in  vain  to 
devise  locks  which  would  defy  his 
skill.  He  repeatedly  permitted  him- 
self to  be  securely  bound  in  the 
strongest  ropes,  inclosed  in  a  heavy 
canvas  sack,  nailed  Into  a  packing 
case  made  of  the  stoutest  of  woods 
and  then  in  the  space  of  a  few  min- 
utes from  behind  a  curtain  he  would 
emerge  with  a  broad  grin,  while  the 
case  in  Virhich  he  had  been  so  firmly 
sealed  would  remain  intact. 

Straightjackets,  the  strongest  that 
the  police  authorities  could  devise, 
had  no  terrors  for  Houdini.  Hand- 
cuffs were  mere  child's  play  to  him. 
He  would  willingly  permit  himself 
to  be  locked  in  a  safe  protected  by 
the  most  complicated  mechanism, 
and  to  the  utter  amazement  of  the 
makers  of  the  strong  box  emerge  in 
a  few  minutes  with  apparently  little 
or  no  efiort.  One  of  his  most  spec- 
tacular stunts  was  to  allow  the  po- 
lice to  manacle  him  securely  in 
handcuffs  and  leg  irons,  suspend 
him  head  down  from  a  great  height 
Dud  then  in  the  presence  of  a  crowd 
wriggle  out  of  his  bonds  in  the 
space  of  a  few  minutes. 

He  Joined  a  circus  when  but  9 
years  of  age.  Later  he  left  home 
to  make  his  own  living  and  became 
a  strolling  vaudevillian,  appearing 
in  sId?  shows,  music  halls  and  va- 
riety shows.   His  first  real  triumph 


came  in  the  '90's  when  he  aston- 
ished some  Middle  West  police  of- 
ficials who  locked  him  In  a  cell 
after  stripping  him  naked.  This 
attracted  wide  attention  and  from 
that  day  until  he  died  he  was  goo(i 
newspaper  copy.  He  may  be  said 
to  have  been  one  of  the  shrewdest 
publicity  getters  of  his  day.  He 
secured  thousands  of  columns  of 
free  advertising  through  his  free 
exhibitions.  His  plan  was  to  chal- 
lenge a  locksmith,  a  coffin  maker,  or 
the  police  authorities  to  devise 
some  contraption  from  which  he 
could  not  escape.  He  also  practiced 
holding  his  breath  for  long  pe- 
riods. One  of  his  sttmta  was  to 
challenge  e.  champion  diver  to  re- 
main under  water  for  a  given  pe- 
riod. The  contest  always  brought 
out  a  crowd,  was  widely  heralded  In 
the  newspapers,  and  assured  a 
packed  house  when  he  appeared 
at  the  theater. 

Houdini  alv/ays  scouted  the  idea 
that  he  was  a  psychic,  insisting  that 
his  tricks  were  pijre  hocus-pokus. 
Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  believed  that  Houdini  wa* 
a  psychic,  but  luiaware  of  the  fact. 
But  Houdini,  while  he  never  re» 
vealed  the  secrets  of  his  most  fa- 
mous tricks,  always  said  that  they 
were  purely  mechanical  and  the 
result  of  long  and  strenuous  prac- 
tice. 

He  left  a  very  complete  collection 
of  books  and  pamphlets  on  magic 
and  spiritualism,  also  thousands  of 
show  bills  and  old  lithographs. 

That  the  man  was  a  genius  there 
is  no  gainsaying.  His  genius  was, 
however,  due  to  his  infinite  capac- 
ity to  labor  long  and  strenuously 
over  every  trick  he  undertook  to 
perform.  That  he  was  filled  with 
childish  vanity  is  ,  evidences  in  a 
thousand  ways,  but  his  friends  for- 
gave him  because  of  his  genius  und 
also  because  he  was  a  man  who 
never  forgot  a  kindness.  His  love 
for  his  mother  was  almost  an  ob- 
session and  his  wife  Is  authority 
for  the  statement  that  after  rhe 
death  of  this  fine  old  lady,  Houdini 
seemed  to  have'  lost  some  of  his 
skill  and  most  of  his  interest  in  the 
work  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  for  over  forty  years.  He  died  in 
Detroit  after  an  operation  in  hta 
fifty-second  year,  forty-three  years 
of  which  he  had  spent  as  a  public 
performer. 
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